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September Meeting

Everett  Robinson  of  Ball  Photo  presented  a  short
history of Ball Photo and showed us some equipment
that Ball has for sale.  That was followed by a video
by Joel  Sartore on travel  photography.   Thank you
Everett  for your presentation.   Everett  reminded us
that club members receive a 10% discount on most
items in the store.

Featured Photographer

This  month will  feature photos  by Joe Bester.   He
provided the following:

Joe Bester

Twelve years of Camera Club Memberships in 
Western North Carolina have offered an enthusiastic 
hobbyist many opportunities for gaining experience 
as a photographer 

The many facets of photography in Western North 
Carolina included Landscapes, Scenery, Waterfalls, 
Nature and Events.  Events include Chamber of 
Commerce photos published in Leading Edge and 
Flat Rock Playhouse photos used for exhibits and 
promotional advertisement. Many images have been 
juried in to various exhibits and a few have won 
awards.

Left Brain (Technical) shares Right Brain (Art) 

efforts for processing and presentation. New ways for
printing and presenting photos are constantly sought 
and tried. Photo Art has been printed for many 
exhibiting Camera Club Members.  I appreciate every
opportunity to hang and share work with you, the 
viewer. 

"There are always two people in every picture: The 
photographer and the viewer"*. 

Ansel Adams

October Forum

Forum  special  topic  is  'Chiaroscuro';  as  Rich
DeSimone  announced  at  the  August  meeting  the
dictionary definition is "the distribution of light and
shade in a picture;   the use of deep variations in and
subtle  gradations  of  light  and  shade  to  enhance
delineation  of  character  and  dramatic  effect."   A
mouthful  to  be  sure,  but  basically  the  use  of
variations in light and shadows to enhance dramatic
effect of an image.

Images  are  to  be  sent  to  Peter  Jones,
pjones42@bellsouth.net.   The  deadline  is  midnight
Saturday October 25.  Meeting date is the 28th.

Tom  Nebbia,  retired  National  Geographic
photographer will be our critic.  Tom has done this
before and we have invited him back.  Tom has said
he  has  the  reputation  of  “the  art  photographer”  at
National Geographic.
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Library Photo Hanging

Don't  forget  that  we  have  reserved  the  Kaplan
Auditorium  in  the  Henderson  County  Library  for
another print hanging.  As in January,  we have the
room for the entire month of November.  So pick out
a few of your favorite images and be ready to show
the  community  what  the  Club  members  can  do.
Details  on date,  time and procedures for setting up
the 'show' will be forthcoming soon.

Election

We will be electing next year's steering committee at
this October meeting.  If you are interested in being
on  the  committee,  please  contact  Mike  Raney  or
Shirley Walsh.  A number of long time members have
served on the committee for several years.  We need
some younger blood on the committee!

mikeraney7@gmail.com

wncgal@morrisbb.net

 Vanishing  3rd place Bring Us Your Best XI

Confluences  1st place Bring Us Your Best XI

Mi Casa  1st Place White Squirrel Festival

First Light  3rd place Cradle of Forestry
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Seven Brides

Blooming Quince   4th place Cradle of Forestry

Joe has quite a track record in local photo contests.
Thanks Joe for your willingness to make prints for
members of CCH!

November Meeting

This meeting will feature four of our members each
making  about  a  20  minute  presentation  on  their
journey in photography, approach to photography or
development  as  a  photographer.   Featured  will  be
Ken  Weitzen,  Walter  LeCroy,  Rich  DeSimone  and
Ron Anderson.  Speaking for myself, I'll have a lot of
images to show.  I suspect the others will also have an
image show.

Tip of the Month

Last month Bob Coffey and I collaborated on the tip.
We both enjoyed the effort  so we decided to  do it
again this  month.   By the time we passed the text
back and forth a few times it looked close to finished
to us so here it is.

Things We've Learned in Camera Clubs

     by Bob Coffey and Ron Anderson 

1. A photo MUST have a subject. A viewer should be
able to identify it easily.

 Remember, if you have to explain it to someone, it
doesn't work well. 

2. It should be acceptably sharp and have reasonable
color  balance  but  odd  color  balance  is  perfectly
acceptable for artistic purposes. 

3. In a landscape picture taken either horizontally or
vertically, the horizon should be level.  This can be
corrected in post processing.  This is especially true
when bodies of water involved; ocean, lake, river or
pond. 

4. Except for special effects, buildings should have
parallel  vertical  lines  appear  parallel,  that  is
perspective  control.   This  can  be  done  in  post
processing too.

5. A good landscape should have depth; a foreground,
intermediate  and  background  if  possible.   Use
something  in  the  foreground  to  frame  the  image.
Search  for  a  point  of  interest  that  will  draw  the
viewer's  attention  by  adding  more  impact,  like
someone wearing a red shirt somewhere in the scene
or someone with a colorful umbrella if it is raining.

 6. Diagonals and leading lines (that lead you into the
image) are nice to have.  Since we read from left to
right,  diagonals  that  go  into  the  picture  in  that
direction are more pleasing to us.  It is easy to flip an
image left to right to accomplish this.  S curves fall
into this category as well, like a stream winding it's
way down hill  or  a  road  stretching away into the
woods. 

7.  Things  that  don't  add  to  the  image  should  be
eliminated  in  camera by finding a  suitable  vantage
point or cropping (or cloning away later). Consider
that every element in your composition either adds or
subtracts.  When in doubt,  simplify the composition
by eliminating anything that is questionable.

 8. The edges of the frame should be clean.  No leaf
or branch hanging in the air.  Eliminate it when the
picture is taken or clone it out. Kevin Adams called
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the process of examining an image for this "border
patrol". 

9. Blank white (bald) skies in a landscape are to be
avoided or minimized. 

10.  In  photos  of  people  and  animals,  the  eye(s)
should be in focus and if possible have a catch light.
Catch lights can be added easily by using the pop-up
flash, if your camera has one. The fill-flash feature
will not only add a catch light in both eyes, but it will
balance the lighting whenever the face is shaded by a
hat brim or some other shadow source. If you do not
have a pop-up flash, a reflector aimed at the subject
will also work for catch lights.  If all else fails you
can add them in Photoshop or Elements. 

11.  Subjects frequently look best when placed at the
1/3 1/3 point in the image, the rule of thirds.  In most
cases, try to avoid placing the subject dead center in
the frame as this makes it very static. Setting it to one
side, following the rule of thirds, will make it more
interesting.  The  exception  to  this  would  be  with
geometrically  symmetric  designs.  These  are  best
placed in the center. Just make sure that it is exactly
symmetrical  on  both  sides.   If  the  image  is  of  a
person or animal, have more space in front of them
than behind so they have someplace to go.  The same
is true of subjects like people walking, automobiles,
boats etc. 

12. Simplify the background in a close up photo of a
person, animal, flower etc.  You can do this by using
a telephoto lens setting to help limit  depth of field
and  to  select  a  simpler  background.   One  rule  of
thumb is that if it is not interesting, you are not close
enough.

13. Add impact to your composition by searching for
a strong point of interest that will draw the viewer's
attention,  such  as  someone  wearing  a  red  shirt
somewhere in the scene or someone with a colorful
umbrella if it is raining.

14. In special circumstances any or all of the above
rules may be broken.

The following are more suggestions than rules:

 15.  Use a polarizer to increase the contrast of clouds
against a blue sky and to enhance the color saturation
by reducing the reflections on leaves. It also reduces
the highlights on bright subjects and the reflections
on water  such  that  you  can  see  the  fish  and other
underwater elements.  It can be used to slow down
the shutter speed whenever you want to create a silky
effect to  a waterfall  by reducing the lighting by as
much  as  two  stops.  If  your  polarizer  doesn't  slow
down  your  shutter  speed  enough,  add  a  neutral
density filter. They come in various ratings measured
in full stop reductions.

Caution, don't forget to remove your polarizer when
shooting  inside,  on  an  overcast  day  or  under  a
protective covering, especially if you are using your
flash. In those cases, all it does is reduce the amount
of light to the sensor by two stops with no justifiable
benefit.  It  is NOT a filter  to leave on your camera
permanently, so remove it when you do not need one.

16.  Use  a  tripod  whenever  you  are  really  serious
about getting the best capture, not just for sharpness
but for composition. It slows you down so you can
take more time in perfecting the composition as well
as  stabilizing  the  camera  against  camera  shake  at
slower shutter speeds. An exception might be a sports
event with fast action. 

17.  For  sunrises,  sunsets  and  other  high  contrast
scenes  use  a  neutral  density  gradient  filter  to  help
balance  the  contrast  in  exposure  between  the  dark
fore ground and bright background. 

18.  Work  the  subject,  shooting  perspectives  from
different angles to see what works best. If necessary
and your schedule permits, return at different times of
day for better lighting. Remember that it is the most
unusual combination of perspective, composition and
lighting that is the most appealing.

 19. In displaying your images, whether in a forum,
show-and-tell,  slide  show or  exhibit,  be  aware  that
photographers  are  remembered  for  their  weakest
work, so cull out the weaker images and only show
the creme de la creme.
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20. Keep  your  equipment  clean,  your  batteries
recharged and your camera reset to it's default
positions to avoid some unintended results the
next  time  you  grab  it  to  capture  an
exceptional  view.  Example:  Set  it  back  to
your  normal  ISO  value,  white  balance  on
Auto, Mode on Aperture Preferred, etc.

A few images from the High Falls picnic outing

Paul Doebler 

      Paul Doebler

Joe Bester

Bob Coffey
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Rich DeSimone

Ron Anderson
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