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January Meeting

Our  January  meeting  was  a  forum.   Our  Critic,
Kevin  Adams  did  a  great  job  with  our  images.
Several long time members that spoke with me after
the  meeting  agreed  that  this  was  the  best  set  of
images we have ever had in a forum.  We have a new
feature  in  the  newsletter,  notes  from  the  meeting
thanks to Paul Doebler.  If you weren't there, here is
what you missed.

January 2014 CCofH meeting notes

The  January  meeting  was  held  on  February  4
(rescheduled  from  January  28).  Everyone  was
welcomed;  several  guests  and  new members  were
introduced.   A  new  seating  arrangement  was  in
place: chairs only in the front half of the room, and
tables and chairs in the back half of the room.  The
new arrangement seemed to work fine.

Special  thanks  were  given  to  the  Holiday  Party
Committee; Shirley Walsh asked for volunteers for
the 2014 party, and agreed to be chairperson for the
event in December 2014.

The revision to the “dues” section of the by-laws for
our  camera  club  was  unanimously  passed  and
adopted. The by-laws will be posted on our website.
Dave Speicher was introduced and thanked for his
work in getting our website up-and-running again. 

The  club’s  Library  Showing  in  January  was  very
successful; another showing will be presented at the
library in November, 2014.

Members were reminded about 2014 dues renewals,
and  to  take  several  new  club  business  cards  and
brochures.  Name  tags  need  to  be  worn  at  all
meetings.

Several volunteer “sign-up” sheets were sent around
the room; folks were strongly encouraged to help the
club  with  its  activities.  The  Steering  Committee
needs everyone’s help, suggestions and involvement
to make the club successful.

Two  members  of  the  Steering  Committee  have
resigned: Bob Coffey and Shirley Walsh. They have
been replaced by Mitch Randall and Gary Lightner.
Shirley  Walsh  presented  information  about  a
possible workshop with photographer, Weldon Lee.
Preliminary  planning  will  proceed.  The  general
interest  by  the  club  members  will  need  to  be
assessed over the next few months; it will take lots
of  effort  by many members  to  assure a  successful
event.

Rich  DeSimone  presented  a  5-minute  “tip-of-the-
month”  on  taking  successful  hand-held  images.
Kevin Adams served as our “Forum Critique” guest;
everyone enjoyed the evening immensely.
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Dues for 2014

Dues are due now and payable to Mike Raney.  You
may mail them to him.  $20 for an individual, $30
for a couple. Checks should be made out to Camera
Club of  Hendersonville.   Early payment  helps  the
club.
mikeraney7@gmail.com
127 Cold Stream Way
Hendersonville, NC 28791

February Meeting

Feb. 25 is the meeting date.  We will have a show
and tell.  You may submit up to three images.  The
deadline will be same as for a forum, midnight of the
Saturday before the meeting.  Submit images to

pjones42@bellsouth.net

Peter  will  be  putting  the  show  together.   Please
follow the file naming procedure that we used for the
forum.   If  time  doesn't  permit  showing  all  the
images,  those  ranked  3rd for  showing  will  not  be
shown.  Our web site is now up and running again
thanks  to  Dave  Speicher.   You  will  find  forum
submission instructions there.   There is  no special
topic and the two year age limit on images has been
suspended until further notice.

  www.cameraclubofhendersonville.com

The second part of the meeting will be a panel who
will answer members' questions about photography.
The panel will consist of Peter Jones, Mike Raney
and Ken Weitzen.  Have your questions ready.

See Tip of the Month after the forum images.

Forum Images
A selection of images follows.  Space and time won't
 permit all of them.  These are “editor's choice”.

          Big Boy                  Phyllis Procopio

Anclote Pier                                Mark Turnau

Surf City Pier                    Ken Voltz
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               Ben Franklin Bridge  Bob Coffey

Boynton Beach Sunset                Mike Raney

  Old Mill                         Joe Bester

        Oriental Pearl Tower Shanghai   Peter Jones

Forum Rome Italy                              John Orolin
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Laser Night                                    John Ayre

Tybee Island Lighthouse            Don Pugh

Spider                                                Ken Weitzen

Pigeon Forge                                        Ken Voltz

Evening Glow                                 Gary Lightner
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              Bodie Island Lighthouse
                      David Vandre

             Below the Falls     Paul Doebler

Jekyll Island Sunset                 Evelyn Anderson

          Low Tide Misty Fjords    Tom Buek

Downtown at Night                  Ron Anderson
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Tree                                         Suzanne Lightner

Bluebird in Winter Sun          Rich DeSimone

       British Museum Roof        Mitchell Randall

          Church in Queretero                Syd Self

Camel Face                                    Pat Freeman
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Tip of the Month

Changing the Perspective and 
Cropping for Better Composition

The first image of the eagle catching the fish
below  was recently posted on the  DPS-
Exchange, which is a members-only forum of
the Delaware Photographic Society of which I
am  a  long  time  member.  It  allows  any
member to post a photographic related item,
such  as  questions,  answers,  comments,
notices of photo ops and images such as these.

One  of  the  highly  experienced  senior
members  posted  his  online  critique  with  a
supporting  modified  image,  saying  that  it
would look much better flipped horizontally
since we in the western world read (see) from
left  to  right.  Usually  he  is  correct  in  this
assessment. In fact, he has been dubbed “Mr.
Flipit”. He also increased the exposure, since
the  light  meter  had  been  skewed  by  the
brightness of the water, which resulted in an
underexposed  (darker)  image.  Compare  the
“before”  and  “after”  images  below  to  see
what you think of his suggested changes. 

I later sent one of my recent shots the same
critiquer  (my  long  time  mentor  and  close
friend). He sent it back cropped as a vertical,
saying that gave it much more impact. It was
a head-slapping moment for me since I quite
agreed with him. Since 75% of my final prints
end up as verticals, I was surprised that I had
not  thought  of  that  while  shooting.  Then  I
recalled that I was concentrating on capturing
the  afterglow  of  the  sunset  behind  the
extended mountain range with the snow in the
foreground  and  that  normally  requires  a
landscape mode. The teaching point here is to
not get so locked in on the subject that you
miss seeing a better perspective. Again, which
one do you prefer?

Bob Coffey

“Before”  - Original Image

"After" - Same image that has been flipped horizontally with
increased exposure and corrected color cast. 

"Before" - Original image in landscape mode
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"After" - Same image cropped as a vertical 

Footnote  to Rich DeSimone's  Tip of  the Month
about  reducing  camera  shake  during  the  last  club
meeting.  As a rule  of  thumb the shutter  speed for
hand holding a camera is to set the shutter speed at
the  number  closest  to  the  focal  length. For a focal
length  of  100  mm  the  minimum  speed  would
be 1/100 second (or 1/125 second depending on the
shutter  speeds avaiable).  For 300 mm, it would be
1/300 second.  Wide  angle  lenses are  much  less
sensitive  to  movement,  so  a  24  mm focal  length
would allow you to shoot at 1/25 second.

For  lenses  with  Image  Stabilization  (Canon)  or
Vbration Reduction (Nikon) the shutter  speeds  can
be  lowered about  two  stops.  (Check  the  owner's
manual for recommendation.  )  So,  a 300 mm lens
could be hand held at 1/75 second. (One stop would
be  half  of  the  regular  setting  or  1/150  second
and two stops would be half again or 1/75 second)
These are quick mental calculations that you can do
in a hurry.

Note that these are just rules of thumb and the actual
minimum shutter speeds will vary with individuals.
However, this is a good starting point. It is always
best to do some tests to determine just how steady
you can hold your camera. Lighter weight cameras
are more prone to shaking, whereas the heavier big
boy cameras have a mass advantage and are easier to
hold at slower shutter speeds.Just to be on the safe
side, it is best to err on the conservative side. Also,
for a real belt-and-suspenders approach, try to find a
post, stump, tree, bench, rock or something to brace
the camera just to be sure. 

Bob Coffey
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