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April Meeting

The  April  Forum,  critiqued  by  Les  Saucier  was  a
learning  experience  for  all  of  us.   There  were  36
entries,  less  than  usual,  so  Les  was  able  to  spend
more time on each image as well as to give us some
general  principles  to  improve  our  photography.
Thank you Les for a fine presentation.

May Meeting

May will be a return visit by Kevin Adams. He will
speak  about  “night  shooting  techniques”  and
“waterfall  techniques,  day  and  night”.   Kevin  has
been  our  critic  at  two  recent  forums.   He  is  well
known for his photo books of waterfalls and appears
on PBS now and then to demonstrate his techniques.  

June Meeting

June will be our annual “print competition”. This has
been  an  annual  event  for  several  years.   Members
submit  one  or  two  (yet  to  be  determined)  prints.
They are placed around the room identified only by a
number.  Members are given score sheets and pencils
so they can walk around the room and fill in scores
from 1 to 10 on a number of characteristics of the
photo.  Prints must be 8 by 10 or larger and can be
framed, canvas gallery wraps, or mounted on photo
mounting board.  More on this subject soon.

Featured Photographer

In keeping with our new feature, our photographer of
the month is Gary Lightner.  Gary is a recent addition
to  our  steering  committee.   Gary  submitted  the
following biography:

My  name  is  Gary  Lightner  and  I  was  born  in
Hartford,  Michigan.   My  interest  in  photography
began  when  I  was  drafted  int  the  Army  and  was
stationed in Frankfurt, Germany.  I was fortunate to
travel  all  over  Europe.   Unfortunately  my
photography was not that great.

After the Service,  I moved to Florida,  where I met
my  future  wife,  Suzanne.   We  would  spend  our
vacations  going  to  Sparta,  N.C.  and  building  a
Summer home.  We enjoyed the area so much, we
moved there.   After  17 years,  we decided to move
back to Sarasota Florida where we had family.  We
spent 16 years in Sarasota where I retired as a Home
Builder.  I got back into photography after a 10 year
hiatus and joined the Sarasota Camera Club.

Suzanne  and  I  missed  the  seasons,  so  decided  to
move  back  to  N.C.   We  settled  in  Hendersonville
because we had vacationed here and fell in love with
the area.  We've been here for 8 months.

The photos are a  few that I  took while spending a
couple of days in Charleston, S.C. last month.  Nature
and  landscape  are  what  I  feel  most  comfortable
shooting.   I  shoot  in  RAW  because  I  love  post
processing.   I  do  most  of  my  post  processing  in
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photoshop and Topaz.  As you can see by some of my
photos,  I  experiment  with  different  textures  and
blending modes.

My photography is very personal and not driven by
any commercial  agenda but created from the heart.
For me, photography is not just about capturing the
moment,  it  is  exploring different  ideas  and making
art.

Angel Oak

Magnolia Plantation

Magnolia Plantation 2

Peacock

Shrimp Boats
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         Through the Window

April Forum Images

Some  images  from  the  April  Forum  follow.   The
entire April forum presentation is available as a PDF
file to download from our web site:

www.cameraclubofhendersonville.com

Click on he Forum link and then on “slide show” for
the forum you would like to look at.

Smoky Afternoon                                    Paul Doebler

Bluebird                                  Ken Weitzen

 Summer Fun                                        John Orolin
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Morro Bay                                                      Al Weis

Ye Olde Homestead                            Mike Locicero

Tip of the Month

      by Bob Coffey

Fill Flash

 
While bright sunshine is beautiful to behold, it is not
ideal for portraits due to the sharp contrast between
light and shadow. Hazy bright to lightly over cast is
much  better.  However,  even  in  bright  sunlight,  we
can easily counteract the shadow effect, thanks to the
magic  of  new  technology.  Many  people  associate
flash  photography  with  night  time  or  low  light
indoors,  but  they often feel  that  it  is  not  necessary
outside during the day time. 
 

Fill  flash  throws  just  enough  light  to  brighten  the
shadows  under  the  brim  of  a  hat  or  back  lighted
subjects. The camera’s computer does all the work in
calculating just how much light needs to be added via
the external flash unit  or the internal pop up flash.
This  makes  the  once  difficult  task  of  doing  it
manually a  breeze.  And you  have  instant  feedback
from the LCD viewer, which allows you to make any
adjustments deemed appropriate. 
 
As an example, on our recent field trip to Pearson's
Falls,  a  woman  was  taking  a  portrait  of  her  three
children and her parents using her  iPad. She asked
me  if  I  would  take  one  of  all  of  them with  her
iPad with the falls in the background and I obliged.
Unfortunately, the noonday sun was slightly behind
them so their faces were all in the shadow. I glanced
around trying to find a different perspective such that
they  would  have  sunlight  on  their  faces.  It  was
quickly  obvious  that  we  were  locked  in  to  that
location  with  no  better  perspective  that  would  still
include  the  falls  in  the  background.  I  glibly
commented that the only way to make the shot was to
“move the sun”. Then I told her how I would move
the  sun...simply  by  using the  pop  up  flash  on  my
camera. It is so quick and easy to hit the button to
activate it whenever needed and the final images can
be highly gratifying. 
 
See  the  before/after  results  below  and  note  the
shadows on the ground in front of them. I sent her
these images and she thought that they were great.
 
We are always looking for good tips to  share with
fellow members. I'm sure that you have some of your
own,  so  please  contact  me  at  Bobcoffey@aol.com
and  we'll  include them  in future  issues  of  the
newsletter. 
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       Family Portrait

       Family Portrait with Fill Flash

        Portrait with Fill Flash

Notes from April meeting

Rich DeSimone welcomed everyone and introduced 
new members and several guests to our meeting.

A reminder  of  the  Critique  sessions,  held  the  2nd

Tuesday of each month at the UUC at 1:00PM, was
made.

The teaching videos by Joel Satore are available to
the membership.

Our monthly email  newsletter  will  begin arriving a
week  earlier,  beginning  in  May.  It  will  give  (in
theory) our membership an additional week to submit
images  to  our  “Forums”  and  “Show  and  Tell”
evenings.

A reminder  was  given  regarding  the  photo  outing
scheduled for June 12 at Puncheon Farm.

John Orolin delivered the “tip of the month”. 
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Paul  Doebler  introduced our  guest  critiquer  for  the
evening,  Les  Saucier.  It  was  an  excellent  and
educational  session.  Saucier  was  very pleased  with
the overall quality of the club’s submitted images.

Notes submitted by Paul Doebler

Secretary; Camera Club of Hendersonville
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