
Steering Committee:  Rich DeSimone, Chair  Mike Raney, Treasurer  Mitchell Randall,  Paul Doebler, 
Secretary   Gary Lightner

Newsletter by Ron Anderson

August 2014

Thank You Bill Lea

Our July meeting, if case you missed it, was a Forum
with the special topic Juxtaposition.  Bill Lea did a
fine job of critiquing our images.  Images in this issue
are  from  the  forum  images.   Unfortunately  the
newsletter PDF file would be too big if all the images
were to be included.  See the images at the end of this
newsletter.

August Meeting

Our August meeting will  be our semi-annual Show
and Tell.  As in the past, this Show and Tell will have
as its theme 'Before and After'.  It is not required that
your  entries  be  B&A,  and  you  may  also  submit
prints.  The maximum number of entries is still 3, but
for B&A entries two images of each will be required,
the original and the final after post-processing, for an
allowed total of up to six. 

The remaining time will  be devoted to an informal
Question  and  Answer  Session.   Let's  have  a  good
turnout!   This  is  your  chance  to  brag  about  your
work.  The 2-year rule is not in effect.

You  may  submit  your  images  via  Email  to  Peter
Jones.   The deadline will  be midnight  on Saturday
August 23.  

Email address: pjones42@bellsouth.net

Photographer of the Month

This month the Forum images will take the place of a
featured photographer.  Syd Self will be featured next
month.

Photo Outing

We're  planning  an  outing  to  Bullington  Gardens;
tentative date is 8/27.  Details to come via Email or
perhaps at the August meeting.

Nominating Committee Time Again

The  steering  committee  will  be  appointing  a
nominating  committee  this  month.   It  is  that
committee's job to prepare a slate of candidates for
the  steering  committee  jobs.    You might  consider
being available for the steering committee next year.
The present committee meets once a month to plan
for future meetings and events.

Tip-of-the-Month

What You See Is NOT What You Get!

Despite  having  used  all  the  correct  settings  and
composing  carefully  in  the  viewfinder,  I  don't
consider ANY image, whether from film in the past
or file capture in the digital age, to be perfect right
out  of  the  camera.  There  is ALWAYS  something
that can be done to improve it in some way. 
 
Ansel  Adams  stated  that  the  negative  was  just  the
starting point; that it  was just the score and that he
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was the conductor in creating a symphony. He was a
master in the dark room and literally wrote the book
on how to do it. He developed the Zone system for
analyzing the negative and making the adjustments to
the exposure of the negative on to the paper to bring
out the utmost in the final print. He would have loved
Photoshop and championed its use. 
 
The  biggest  factor  is  that human  eyes  can  easily
detect detail in both shadow and bright areas, but no
film or digital  sensor can match human eyesight in
recording the same broad range of tone (or zones as
Adams defined  them).  To achieve  the  visual  "high
dynamic range" in creating a print, he would darken
the  highlights  by  "burning"  or  increasing  the
exposure time to the brighter areas during exposure
to  bring  out  details.  In  the  dark  shadow  areas  he
would  lighten  or  "dodge"  the  areas  during  the
enlarging  exposure  to  bring  out  the  details  that
existed but could not be seen otherwise. This "dodge
and burn" technique has long been practiced in the
dark  room to  increase  the  visible  detail  more  like
what was originally seen through the viewfinder.
 
Software programs now allow the photographer to do
the same thing with digital files, but with far greater
accuracy and finesse with individual colors than was
ever possible in the darkroom. 

How  many  times  have  you  had  a  roll  of  film
processed  that  included  some  gorgeous  sunrise  or
sunset  and  been  disappointed  by  the  lack  of  the
beautiful transitioning of vivid colors from yellow to
orange to magenta and purple and deep blue that you
saw and were trying to capture? More than likely the
sky area was too light and the colors in the clouds
were washed out.   That due to two factors;  (1) the
camera’s exposure meter having been fooled by the
matrix (or overall) metering of the brightness of the
scene  and/or  ((2)  because  the  printer  was  set  on
Automatic and trying to bring out some detail in the
much darker foreground. 

The same problems occur with digital cameras. In the
former  case,  exposure  can  easily  be  corrected  pre-
capture  by  using  a  graduated  neutral  density  filter
that darkens the brighter background area at the top.
Assuming that it was mostly due to the latter it can be
easily corrected post capture with software,

While  this  is  an  extreme  example  of  very  high
contrast, it is a very common one. In my experience
nearly  every  image  can  use  some  enhancement,
Therefore, every image that I select and rank highly
is  carefully  optimized  to  assure  that  it  is  the  best
possible  rendition  of  the  subject.  Sometimes  it
doesn’t take much, but most images can profit from
judicious adjustments. 

The old darkroom approach was to always correct the
overall  exposure  first  and  then  to  adjust  the  color
(and  not  the  other  way  around).  That  is  still  the
recommended  sequential  procedure  with  software.
Such  optimization  is  standard  procedure  in  my
workflow for all images worth keeping. 

Some people think that "what you see is what you
get" right out of the camera and that any post capture
alteration  is  considered  to  be  cheating  by
manipulating the "real" photograph. Nothing could be
further from the truth. That is simply a misconception
based on a lack of understanding of the photographic
process.

I hope this explanation is helpful and please feel free
to ask any questions that it may generate. 

Bob Coffey

(828) 483-9323

Forum Images

The following pages contain some images from the
forum.
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Arts Council Show

Each  year  the  Arts  Council  of  Henderson  County
sponsors  an  all-media  show  titled  "Bring  Us  Your
Best."  This year our members nearly ran the table in
the photography competition, winning first, third and
2 honorable mentions.

Shirley  Walsh  and  Walter  Lecroy  won  honorable
mentions for their entries of Boneventure Cemetery
and Times Square after 9/11, respectively.  Joe Bester
took  first  AND  third  place  ribbons  for  his  photos
entitled Vanishings and Confluences.

Interestingly, 3 of these winners are canvas wraps and
one  is  on  aluminum.   The  future  of  print
photography?

Congratulations to the winners!  The works will be
on display at the Blue Ridge Conference Hall in the
new  Technology  Education  Building  for  the  next
several weeks.

Scott Kelby Photo Walk

This  received  from  Kim  Maxwell  for  your
information:
Subject:
WWPW14

IT'S  TIME  to  sign  up  for  THE  WORLD  WIDE
PHOTOWALK on October 11th!!

Time to sign up for Scott Kelby's #WWPW14. I've
been to several that Paula Roberts? has lead but this
will be the first one I've lead.

Mark your calendars and sign up to join us!
http://kelbyone.com/photowalk/walk/hendersonville-
nc-united-states-visator-center/
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